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greatly distinguished for his genius and learning, and the excessive austerity of his life and manners. He regarded matter as the fountain of all evil, and therefore recommended in a peculiar manner the mortification of the body. He distinguished the Creator of the world from the SUPREME BEING, denied the realty of CHRIST'S Body, and blended the Christian religion with several corrupt tenets of the oriental philosophy.
ENERGUMENS. DEMONIACS. Mention is often made in the ancient Church, of persons possessed of an evil spirit. The regulations of the Church bestow upon them special care. They constitute a distinct class of Christians, bearing some relation both to the Catechumens and the faithful; but differing from both in this, that they were under the special oversight and direction of exorcists, while they took part in some of the religious exercises of both classes.
Catechumens who, during their probationary exercises became demoniacs, were never baptized until thoroughly healed, except in case of extreme sickness. Believers who became demoniacs, in the worst stage of their disease, like the weeping penitents, were not permitted to enter the church; but were retained under close inspection in . the outer porch. When partially recovered they were permitted, with the audientes, to join in public worship, but they were not permitted to partake of the Eucharist until wholly restored, except in the immediate prospect of death. In gene ral, the Energumens were subject to the same rules as the penitents.
ENTHRONIZATION. The placing of a Bishop in his stall or throne in his Cathedral.
EPACT. In chronology, and in the tables for the calculation of Easter, a number indicating the excess of the solar above the lunar year. The solar year consisting, in round numbers, of 365 days, and the lunar of twelve months, of twenty-nine and half days each, or 354 days, there will be an overplus in the solar year of 11 days, and this constitutes the JEpact. In other words, the epact of any year expresses the number of days from the last new moon of the old year, which was the beginning of the present lunar year, to the first of January. In the first year, therefore, it will be 0 ; in the second 11 days; in